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BRIDGE ADVISORY NUMBER:  BA-2007-04 DATE:  August 13, 2007 
   
Note:  This Bridge Advisory was originally issued as BITA-5.  It is being reissued as a Bridge 

Advisory for cataloging purposes. 
 
SUBJECT: Immediate Inspection of Deck Truss Bridges Containing Fracture Critical Members 

(FCM)  
 
ISSUED BY:  Richard Smith, Bridge Inspection Program Manager  
 
REVIEWED BY:  David Juntunen, Bridge Operations Engineer  
 
Contact Information:  Richard Smith Bridge Inspection Program Manager, 517-322-5715 or smithr@michigan.gov 
              
 
Responding to the tragic bridge collapse in Minneapolis, Minnesota, U.S. Transportation Secretary 
Mary E. Peters has called on all states to inspect immediately any steel deck truss bridges similar to 
Minnesota’s I-35 W Bridge.  The FHWA′s Technical Advisory 5140.27 is attached.  
 
The Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) has inspected the fracture critical deck truss 
bridges under its jurisdiction and has made direct contact with the local agency bridge owners who 
have steel deck truss bridges identified in the inspection database.  However, if you believe your 
agency has a bridge of this design that may be miscoded in the bridge database, please contact us. 
The MDOT will provide assistance to local agencies to insure the precautionary actions strongly 
recommended by the advisory, by FHWA and, the USDOT are completed in a timely fashion.   
 
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.  If you have any questions, please contact either Rick 
Smith, Bridge Inspection Program Manager at 517-322-5715, or Dave Juntunen, Engineer of Bridge 
Operations at 517-322-5688.  
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